Date: September9, 2025

. Centennial Office
Minnesota Building
sllstainable St. Paul, MN 55155

Phone: 651-296-0099
Foraging Task Force Www.ser.mn.gov

To: Members of the Minnesota Sustainable Foraging Task Force

From: Nick Nero

RE: Minnesota Foraging Laws and Regulations

Memorandum

Minnesota:

Noxious Weed Law | Minn. Stat. §
18.75-91 (2009)

Noxious Weed: “an annual, biennial, or perennial plant
that the commissioner designates to be injurious to
public health, the environment, public roads, crops,
livestock, or other property.”

Eradicate: “to destroy the aboveground and belowground
plant parts of noxious weeds by a lawful method, which
prevents the maturation and spread of noxious weed
propagating parts from one area to another.”

84.093 (2008)

Wild Rice Minn. Stat. § Establishes power for commissioner to regulate, creates

Harvesting 84.091-152 harvesting season (August 15 - September 30), and
(2016) protects Native Minnesotans’ harvesting rights

Wild Ginseng Minn. Stat. § “The commissioner may establish rules including

seasons for harvesting to conserve wild ginseng.”

Wild Ginseng Minn. Admin.
Regulations Rules Chapter
6282 (2008)

Establishes rules for where, when, and how wild ginseng
may be harvested. Creates structure for wild ginseng
dealers and exportation

Foraging Laws List



https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/18
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/18
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/84.091
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/84.091
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/84.091
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/84.093
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/84.093
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6282/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6282/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6282/

Foraging Minn. Admin. “Unless otherwise provided by law, no person in a state
Regulation Rules Part park or forest recreation area shall disturb, destroy,
6100.0900 injure, damage, deface, molest, or remove any state
subpart 1 property, including, but not limited to, wildflowers or
(2008) vegetation of any kind dead or alive, ruins, wild animals,
geological formations, historical or archaeological
artifacts or sites, historic structures, signs, or facilities,
except edible fruit, mushrooms, legally taken wild
animals, and vegetation unavoidably damaged or
destroyed by the ordinary recreational uses of these
areas as specifically permitted by
parts 6100.0100 to 6100.2400. Collections for scientific
and educational purposes may be made only with the
written permission of the commissioner. It is unlawful to
damage vegetation or damage and deface rock
formations with rock-climbing equipment.”
Minn. Admin. “Within a state park, collecting, harvesting, or taking a
Rules Part tangible object for resale or commercial use is prohibited,
6100.0900, except by written permission of the commissioner. The
subpart 2 (A) commissioner may further restrict collecting, harvesting,
or taking a plant, animal, or other tangible object for
scientific, educational, commercial, or any other purpose
if the commissioner finds it necessary for the protection
of the park's resources.”
Minn. Admin. Collecting or possessing naturally occurring plantsin a
Rules Part fresh state in state parks is prohibited, except that edible
6100.0900, fruit and mushrooms may be harvested for personal,
subpart 2 (E) noncommercial use.
Native Foraging 1854 Treaty “And such of them as reside in the territory hereby ceded,

Rights in Northern
Minnesota

shall have the right to hunt and fish therein, until
otherwise ordered by the President.”



https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6100.0900/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6100.0900/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6100.0900/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6100.0900/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6100.0900/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6100.0100
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/6100.2400
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/laws_treaties/1854/treaty1854.pdf

Nationally:

Foraging Prohibited (without permission or permit):

Alabama Ala. Code 220-5-07

Arizona Ariz. R12-8-103

Arkansas Ark. Park Directive, No. 3150
California CCR 4306

Colorado 2 CCR 405-1

Delaware Del. Admin. Code, 9201 8 17-5

Florida Fla. Rule, 62D-2.013

Georgia Ga. Admin. Code, 391-5-1-.04(1)(c)
Idaho Idaho Admin. Code, IDAPA 26.01.20 § 175 (09)
Kentucky KRS § 433.750

Louisiana LAC 25:1X.303

Maryland COMAR 08.07.06.13

Massachusetts 302 CMR 12.04 (21)

Mississippi 40 Miss. Admin. Code Pt.6,R. 1.2, O, 1
Montana ARM 12.12.106 (a)



https://www.alapark.com/sites/default/files/2024-05/220-5%20park%20rules.pdf
https://azstateparks.com/agency-rules-regulations
https://perma.cc/F6QG-9KUE
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21301
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=11803
https://regulations.delaware.gov/AdminCode/title7/9201
https://flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?title=OPERATION%20OF%20DIVISION%20RECREATION%20AREAS%20AND%20FACILITIES&ID=62D-2.013
https://rules.sos.ga.gov/gac/391-5-1-.04
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/26/260120.pdf#page=8
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=18804
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/crmfkjb2/25v01-11.pdf#page=64
https://dsd.maryland.gov/regulations/Pages/08.07.06.13.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/doc/302-cmr-12-parks-and-recreation/download#page=9
https://www.mdwfp.com/sites/default/files/2025-02/40-miss-admin-code-part-6-rule-12-rules-and-regulations-for-state-parks-rev-3-2023-final-april-0.pdf
https://fwp.mt.gov/binaries/content/assets/fwp/commission/2024/aug/parks/public-use-arm-rules-for-commission-deviation-info-august-2024.pdf

Nebraska 167 NAC 6 8§ 001.02B
Nevada Nev.Rev. Stat. § 527.050
New Jersey N.J.A.C. 7:2-2.10
New Mexico NM Stat. 8 16-2-32
NM Admin. Code 19.2.19.18, A(2)
New York 6 CRR-NY 190.8 (g)

North Carolina

02 NCAC 60B.1028

North Dakota

NDAC 58-02-08-10

Ohio

OAC 1501:46-3-27.

Rhode Island

250 RICR 100-00-7.20

South Carolina

S.C. Code Ann. 8§51-3-140

South Dakota

ARSD 41:03:01:05

Texas 31 TAC §59.134 ()(1)

Utah Utah Admin. Code R651-620-2

West Virginia W.Va. Leg. Rule 8§ 58-31-2, 2.1

Wyoming Wy. Rules, State Parks & Historic Sites, ch. 18§

15(d)



https://rules.nebraska.gov/rules?agencyId=34&titleId=255
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-527.html#NRS527Sec050
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/rules/rules/njac7_2.pdf
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4390/index.do#!fragment/undefined/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWsBGB7LqC2YATqgJIAm0A5AIwBsAtAEz0DMjlAlADTJYAuAUwgBFRAMIBPKpS4QBRBKPFTKMuQpABlLIT4AhKQCUAogBljANQCCAOQDCxrnzAZofLHA4cgA
https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title19/19.002.0019.html
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I21ee87ebc22211ddb7c8fb397c5bd26b?transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29&bhcp=1
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/nc-forest-service/state-forest-rules/open#page=5
https://ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/pdf/58-02-08.pdf#page=6
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-1501:46-3-27
https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_13285_20250422140632922.pdf#page=12
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t51c003.php
https://sdlegislature.gov/Rules/Administrative/41:03:01:05
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=09%2F08%2F2025&recordId=208849
https://adminrules.utah.gov/public/rule/R651-620/Current%20Rules?
https://wvstateparks.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/General-Release-58-31.pdf
https://rules.wyo.gov/Search.aspx?mode=1
https://rules.wyo.gov/Search.aspx?mode=1

Foraging for Personal Use Allowed:

Alaska

11 AAC 96.020 (a)(3)(B)

Connecticut

Solely mushroom foraging permitted. Conn.
Stat. § 23-4 (b).

Hawaii HAR § 13-146-32

IWinois Prohibited in nature preserves: Illlinois Natural
Areas Preservation Act, 525 ILCS 30/23
Permitted in state parks: 171AC §110.70

Indiana 312 IAC 8-2-10

lowa DNR

Kansas KAR § 115-8-20 (4)(F)

Maine Permitted on Maine’s Public Lands: Bureau of
Parks and Lands
Prohibited in state parks: 1 CMR 670, ch. 1 (1)

Michigan DNR

Missouri 3 CSR10-11.135

New Hampshire

No law directly prohibits: NH State Parks

Oklahoma

Okla. Stat. tit. 61 8§ 335

Oregon

Oregon State Parks

Pennsylvania

17 PA. Code, Subpart C, Section 21.115 (b)(1)



https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#11.96.020
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_447.htm#sec_23-4
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_447.htm#sec_23-4
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2020/10/13-146-6-Amended.9-28-2020.pdf#page=19
https://www.ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1739&ChapAct=525%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B30%2F&ChapterID=44&ChapterName=CONSERVATION&ActName=Illinois%2BNatural%2BAreas%2BPreservation%2BAct%2E%20
https://www.ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1739&ChapAct=525%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B30%2F&ChapterID=44&ChapterName=CONSERVATION&ActName=Illinois%2BNatural%2BAreas%2BPreservation%2BAct%2E%20
https://ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/017/017001100A00700R.html
https://iar.iga.in.gov/code/2026/312/8#312-8-2-10
https://www.iowadnr.gov/places-go/state-parks/parks-use-rules-guidelines
https://sos.ks.gov/publications/pubs_kar_Regs.aspx?KAR=115-8-20
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/hunting_fishing/gathering.shtml#:%7E:text=NOTE%3A%20Gathering%20is%20only%20allowed,to%20reseed%20and%20feed%20wildlife.
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/hunting_fishing/gathering.shtml#:%7E:text=NOTE%3A%20Gathering%20is%20only%20allowed,to%20reseed%20and%20feed%20wildlife.
https://www.maine.gov/sos/rulemaking/agency-rules/department-agriculture-conservation-and-forestry-rules#670
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/foraging
https://www.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/3csr/3c10-11.pdf#page=8
https://blog.nhstateparks.org/species-spotlight-the-chicken-of-the-woods/
https://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/2025-26%20ENR/SB/SB447%20ENR.PDF
https://stateparks.oregon.gov/index.cfm?do=visit.faq#whats-allowed
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738468&DocName=StateForestRules.pdf#page=3

Tennessee

Tennessee State Parks

Vermont 10V.S.A.84.1(e)
Virginia 4 VAC 5-30-50
Washington WAC 352-28-030
Wisconsin NR 45.04(1s)(a)4

Please reach out with any comments or questions. | can be reached at nick.nero@lcc.mn.gov or

(651) 296-6033.



https://tnstateparks.com/about/policies
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/10APPENDIX/001/00015
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title4/agency5/chapter30/section50/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=352-28-030
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/45/04/1s/a/4
mailto:nick.nero@lcc.mn.gov
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