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Minnesota Background Studies 2018-2019 Data Overview Part 1 

 

The information above each section of tables is intended to provide context and understanding on what data is included in each respective section. 
There are Additional Notes and Data Definitions at the end of this packet with more information on specific terms and data points. The tables start 
at a high level and then progress into more detail in each section as data is disaggregated further.  

Section 1: Distinct count of determinations and persons by race/ethnicity and year 
Section 1 includes the total counts of distinct determinations and persons with at least one determination by race/ethnicity. All counts throughout 
this document are distinct counts, meaning they represent the unique number of determinations or persons in each given category. For example, 
one determination could be associated with three provider applications, but would be counted as one determination. When counting distinct 
persons, it is important to recognize that a person can have multiple determinations and those determinations can have different results. 
Therefore, one person could be counted in the category of persons with an eligible determination and the category of persons with a disqualifying 
determination. Similarly, a person can have one or more determinations in multiple years, which means the totals for 2018 and 2019 in Table 2 do 
not add up to the Grand Total. For example, if one person has a determination completed in 2018 and a determination completed in 2019, they will 
be counted in both the 2018 and 2019 rows, but will only be counted once in the Grand Total of distinct persons. All counts for a given date range 
(year in this case) were defined by determinations completed in that year. This date convention is used in all sections. 

Table 1: Distinct count of determinations by race/ethnicity and year 

 

Table 2: Distinct count of persons with at least one determination by race/ethnicity and year 
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Section 2: Distinct count of persons by race, year, and determination type 
Section 2 disaggregates Table 2 by providing counts of distinct persons with at least one eligible determination (Table 3) and counts of distinct 
persons with at least one disqualifying determination (Table 4). While the counts in Table 1 and Table 2 in Section 1 included undetermined 
determinations, these are not included in Table 3 and Table 4 below because in undetermined determinations, DHS does not make a 
disqualification decision on the determination (hence the determination is “undetermined”). Since Table 3 and Table 4 count distinct persons with 
at least one determination and a person can have one or more determinations in multiple years, the totals for 2018 and 2019 do not add up to the 
Grand Total. For example, if a person had a determination completed in 2018 and a determination completed in 2019, that person is counted in 
both the 2018 and 2019 rows, however only counted once in the Grand Total of distinct persons. 

Table 3: Distinct count of persons with at least one eligible determination by race/ethnicity and year 

 

Table 4: Distinct count of persons with at least one disqualifying determination by race/ethnicity and year 
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Section 3: Distinct count of persons by race, year, determination type, and regulatory agency 
Table 5, Table 6, and Table 7 in this section represents the same data shown in the tables in Section 1 and Section 2, but is broken out by the 
distinct counts of persons where a provider has submitted background study application. Background applications are connected to the monitoring 
regulatory agency of the provider (Minnesota Department of Corrections, Minnesota Department of Health, and Minnesota Department of Human 
Services). Persons are connected to a determination and to a provider application and each provider is associated to a regulatory agency. Since one 
person may have multiple determinations, and each determination may be associated with multiple applications from different providers who are 
monitored by different regulatory agencies, the sum of distinct counts of persons associated with each regulatory agencies will not equal the Year 
Total or the Grand Total in the tables below.  

There is a type of determination that is not associated with a provider application. Rapback (Record of Arrest and Prosecutions Back) 
determinations are generated based on notifications DHS receives about new potentially disqualifying information for a background study subject’s 
(person) prior determination when that person has active affiliation on a provider’s roster. Since Rapback determinations are not based on an 
initial background study provider application they are counted separately in the “Rapback Determination” row below. 

Table 5: Distinct count of persons with at least one determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency 
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Table 6: Distinct count of persons with at least one eligible determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency 

 

Table 7: Distinct count of persons with at least one disqualifying determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency 
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Section 4: Distinct count of persons by race, year, determination type, regulatory agency, and provider type 
Table 8, Table 9, and Table 10 follow the same pattern as Table 5, Table 6, and Table 7 in Section 3, but they break out counts further by the 
provider type grouped by the monitoring regulatory agency. The same notes on why distinct counts within each row do not add up to Year Totals 
and Grand Totals apply to these tables. Also, determinations can be tied to provider applications that were received after the determination was 
made. There are some provider types represented in the tables below that did not exist in 2018 or 2019. However, provider applications may have 
been received after 2018 or 2019 and subsequently tied to existing determinations that were completed in 2018 or 2019 and the distinct persons 
associated with those studies. Breaking out these data by provider types creates many rows, so Table 8, Table 9, and Table 10 are each split 
between two pages for better readability. 
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Table 8: Distinct count of persons with at least one determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 1) 
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Table 8: Distinct count of persons with at least one determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 2) 
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Table 8: Distinct count of persons with at least one determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 3) 
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Table 8: Distinct count of persons with at least one determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 4) 
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Table 9: Distinct count of persons with at least one eligible determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 1) 
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Table 9: Distinct count of persons with at least one eligible determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 2) 
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Table 9: Distinct count of persons with at least one eligible determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 3) 
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Table 9: Distinct count of persons with at least one eligible determination by race/ethnicity, year, and regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 4) 
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Table 10: Distinct count of persons with at least one disqualifying determination by race/ethnicity, year, regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 1) 
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Table 10: Distinct count of persons with at least one disqualifying determination by race/ethnicity, year, regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 2) 
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Table 10: Distinct count of persons with at least one disqualifying determination by race/ethnicity, year, regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 3) 
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Table 10: Distinct count of persons with at least one disqualifying determination by race/ethnicity, year, regulatory agency, and provider type (Page 4) 
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Additional Notes and Data Definitions 
1. Background Study data sources can include, but are not limited to, state criminal history, federal criminal history, Minnesota Court 

Information System (MNCIS), Minnesota child and adult maltreatment registries, and the Child Abuse and Neglect Registry (CANR).  
2. An eligible determination means the background study subject was not determined to have committed a disqualifying crime or conduct in 

Minn. Stat. sec. 245C.15 
3. A disqualified determination means the background study subject was determined responsible for a disqualifying crime or conduct in Minn. 

Stat. sec. 245C.15 
4. A background study provider application is the record created by the provider when submitting a background study request. Background 

study provider applications can be created by providers at any time. If there is already another background study determination in process 
for the same person, the new background study application will connect to the in process background study determination (provided the 
background study requirements are met). In addition, existing background study determinations can transfer to new background study 
provider application submissions. The connection of background study provider applications to existing background study determinations 
creates efficiencies for study subjects and providers. 

5. For an undetermined determination, DHS reviews information that was received but does not make an eligibility or disqualification 
decision on the determination (hence the determination is “undetermined”). 

6. Active roster means the list of individuals specific to an entity who have been determined eligible to provide services for the entity and who 
the entity has identified as affiliated. See Minn. Stat. sec. 245C.02 subd. 17a (b)  

7. A rapback notification (Record of Arrest and Prosecutions Back) is a notification DHS receives about new potentially disqualifying 
information for a background study subject with an active provider roster affiliation. 

8. An eligible rapback determination means that the information received through the Rapback process was found to belong to the study 
subject, but after review was determined to not be a disqualifying crime or conduct.  

9. The Race/Ethnicity categories captured in the Background Studies system and used in the summarized data above are collected for 
purposes of a background study fingerprint study. These categories are determined by the FBI CJIS policy and must be used for fingerprint 
background studies. DHS does not collect other race/ethnicity data that would allow for different or more detailed break outs of racial or 
ethnic groups. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/245C.15
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/245C.15
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/245C.15
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/245C.02#stat.245C.02.17a
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