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111. Stresses the importance of not undennining the 'acquis' of the Beijing Platform for 
Action regarding access to education and health as a basic human right, and the 
protection of sexual and reproductive rights; emphasises the fact that universal respect 
for sexual and reproductive health and rights and access to the relevant services 
contribute to reducing infant and maternal mortality; points out that family planning, 
maternal health, easy access to contraception and safe abortion are important elements 
in saving women's lives and helping them rebuild their lives if they have been victims 
of rape; highlights the need to place these policies at the core of development 
cooperation with third countries; 

112. Regards underage marriages as fundamental human rights violations that affect all 
aspects of the lives of the girls involved, jeopardising their education and thus limiting 
their prospects, endangering their health and increasing the risks of them suffering 
violence and abuse; 

113. Notes with grave concern that since the 1980s the mail~order~bride industry has soared 
at an alarming rate; notes with concern that there are a number of documented cases of 
women being attacked and/or murderecJ after marrying a man as a 'mail-orqer bride'; 
deplores the fact that a significant number of underage girls appear on 'mail order' 
websites, and stresses that where children are used for sexual purposes this must be 
considered child abuse; 

114. Condemns the practice of surrogacy, which undermines the human dignity of the 
woman since her body and its reproductive functions are used as a commodity; 
considers that the practice of gestational surrogacy which involves reproductive 
exploitation and use of the human body for fmancial or other gain, in particular in the 
case of vulnerable women in developing countries, shall be prohibited and treated as a 
matter of urgency in human rights instruments; 

Children's rights 

115. Reaffinns the urgent need for universal ratification and effective implementation of the 
UN Convention on the.Rights of Child and its Optional Protocols; calls on all states to 
commit themselves to eliminating the worst forms of child labour as defmed by Article 
3 ofiLO Convention No 182, which include child slavery, trafficking, prostitution, and 
hazardous work affecting a child's physical and mental health; 

116. Welcomes the Council conclusions on the promotion and protection ofthe rights of the 
child1

, adopted in December 2014, and calls for the EU to continue supporting partner 
countries in combating all forms of violence against children, including sexual 
exploitation, and reinforcing their capacities to protect children's rights; welcomes the 
global rollout in 2014 of the ED-UNICEF Child Rights toolkit2; takes note of the 
statement of May 2014 by the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights 
regarding the rights of intersex children; 

117. Reiterates its request for the Commission to propose a comprehensive Child Rights 
Strategy and Action Plan for the next five years, in order to prioritise children's rights 

1 http://register. consilium.europa.eu/doc/srv?l=EN &f=ST%20 15 5 59%202014 %20INIT 
2 http://www .unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit/ downloads/Child-Rights-Toolldt-Web-Links.pdf 
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