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Thank you.  

On behalf of the Lake Superior Center Authority, we are pleased to provide this final report on the project for 

which we received Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund funding, a project we are calling Unsalted Seas.   

In entering into the grant agreement, the state entity, Lake Superior Center Authority designated its non-profit, 

Lake Superior Center d/b/a Great Lakes Aquarium, to serve as its managing agent for the project. After an 

intense year of gallery preparation and exhibit development, Unsalted Seas opened to the visiting public on 

July 14, 2016. Since its opening, more than 80,000 people have been engaged in exploring large lake        

natural history, challenges, wildlife and resources.  

The centerpiece of the new exhibit is the largest sturgeon touch tank in North America. Adults and children 

alike have marveled at the diversity of life as they reach into the 9,000 gallon tank to interact with these large, 

curious fish. Other elements featured in the exhibit include a large tank housing cichlids native to Lake Malawi 

in Africa, a model of the large lakes research vessel, the R/V Blue Heron, and a life-size bronze sculpture of a 

Nerpa seal which are native to Lake Baikal in Siberia. The sculpture was created for the exhibit by local Duluth 

artist, Ann Klefstad. 

Developing an understanding and appreciation of large lakes and their important role in the world is important. 

The large lakes of the world hold more than two-thirds of the freshwater on the planet. They are home to diverse 

populations of people, plants and wildlife. There are 253 large lakes around the world designated as being a 

large lake, or lake of more than 500 km2 (193 mi2) in size. Global water resources are limited. Access to safe 

drinking water and aquatic food sources is already a concern for millions of people. These bodies of water will 

become an increasingly important part of the conversation in coming years.  

Telling this important story is center to our mission at Great Lakes Aquarium which is to inspire people to       

explore their connection to Lake Superior and the waters of the world. To strengthen that mission, we intend to 

have the Unsalted Seas exhibit serve as a permanent exhibit in our facility. For security and safety reasons, we 

are providing a staffing presence in the Unsalted Seas gallery throughout our regular hours of operation, which 

has led us to add six part time positions to our work force.  

The public response to Unsalted Seas has been extremely positive, driving our overall attendance levels for 

2016 to a new fourteen year record. We are most grateful to the members of the Minnesota State Legislature 

for providing funding for this project from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. A copy of this report and images 

of the exhibit can be found at: www.glaquarium.org/unsaltedseas. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Jack LaVoy 

Executive Director 

Lake Superior dba Great Lakes Aquarium  

Pursuant to Minnesota Laws, 2015, 1st Special Session, Chapter 2, Article 4, Section 

2, Subd 6(j) the Minnesota Legislature provided $250,000 to Lake Superior Center 

Authority in the first year (fiscal year 2016) of the FY 16/17 biennium for             

development, preparation, and construction of an exhibit on the unsalted seas to    

preserve Minnesotaõs history and cultural heritage related to fresh water lakes. 

Elaine Hansen 

Chair 

Lake Superior Center Authority  

http://www.glaquarium.org/unsaltedseas
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Project Description  
This report outlines the final outcomes achieved 
with $250,000 in Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Funds received òfor development, preparation, 
and construction of an exhibit on the unsalted 
seas to preserve Minnesotaõs history and cultural 
heritage related to fresh water lakes.ó 

Exhibit  
components  

The exhibit includes 
live animal displays, 
hands-on interactive 
activities, videos, 
sculptures,           
interpretive panels 
with vivid graphics 
and interpreters.  


