Open Letter In Opposition to AML007-7

Seclusion Amendment - Seclusion Working Group
January 14, 2026

Dear members of the Seclusion Working Group,

We as community members have come together to share our voice in opposition to the
AMLO007-7 amendment being presented in the Seclusion Working Group.

In 2023, after vetting a range of concerns with the safety and long-term mental health
consequences of seclusion, as well as the growing adoption of viable alternatives, the MN
Legislature made the decision to limit the practice of seclusion by prohibiting it for our youngest
learners. Today, as individuals and organizations, we stand with the Solutions Not Suspensions
Coalition to state our strong opposition to any amendment being discussed in the seclusion
working group that would roll back protections for our youngest learners from the use of
seclusion. The K-3 seclusion ban must stay in place

The State of Minnesota banned seclusion for K-3, and the Minnesota Department of Education
— with robust stakeholder support — recommended ending all seclusion in schools by 2026.

We cannot go back.

Seclusion is used at disproportionate rates on Black and Indigenous children, and is only used on
our children with disabilities. With the K-3 ban on seclusion currently in place, we have seen a
40% drop in its use across the state. This means that our youngest children, because of their size
and ability to be overpowered, have been physically pushed into these rooms at much higher
rates than their older counterparts. The ban on seclusions is working to protect Minnesota’s most
vulnerable students.

The AMLO007-7 amendment will reverse the current ban on seclusions. It is worth noting that
after 9 meetings, and 6 months of work, the language in AMLO007-7 has not changed since its
introduction on the Senate floor in spring of 2025, even with the work the Seclusion workgroup
has engaged in over the course of these meetings.

Please, vote against recommending AMLO007-7. The K-3 Seclusion Ban must stay in place
because our children in Minnesota deserve to be safe and exist with dignity and respect.

Sincerely,

Solutions Not Suspensions Coalition
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STRENCTHENING PUBLIC EDUCATION
IN OUR COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY PARTNERS




Ava Roots
(Paraprofessional)

Ali Alowonle
(Restorative Practitioner)
Tiffani Lam

(Mother)

James Bradford III

2nd Chance Mentoring
LLC

Dr. Bernadeia H. Johnson
(Associate Professor)
Minnesota State
University

Mustafa Diriye
(Executive Director)
Anwar Institute of
Learning

Tonya Draughn
(Executive Director)
UpLift Minnesota
Benita Blackwell
(Founder)

IMperfect Academy
Khulia Pringle
(Executive Director)

S.T.A.N.D. UP Minnesota

Parents United

Tiffini Flynn Forslund
(Teacher)

Aditi Rajendran
(Assistant Professor)
University of Minnesota
Laichia Vang

Jen Westmoreland
(Community Advocate)
Blanca Caldas

(Associate Professor)
University of Minnesota
Hanna Williams
(Organizer)

Neighbors of Every
Learner

Katie Bentley

Sara Metz

(Parent)

Bayla McDougal
(Retired Teacher)

Ryan Haenze

(Legal Advocate)
Disability Law Center
Brittany Clausen
(Owner)

Envision Greatness
Marika Pfefferkorn
(Executive Director)
Midwest Center for
School Transformation
Hertzey Hertz

Song Vang
(Parent/Therapist)
Sarah Beam
(School-based Mental
Health Therapist)
Change Inc.

Ms. Julia Freeman
(Director of Community
Engagement)

Voices for Racial Justice
Mary Heather Moore
(Assistant Principal,
Federal Setting 4)

ISD 916

Sonja D. Peterson
(Staft Attorney)
Disability Law Center
Faith Dietz

Tina Rucci

(Public Policy Director)
The Arc MN

Jeannie Amado

Sara Wagner

Anita Chikkkatur
Jason Kise

Christopher Eckman

Thomas Rochon

Navin Sol6rzano O'Brien
(Lead Community
Organizer)

Educators 4 Excellence
MN

Lizbeth Bourgerie
Nasra Hassan

(Legal Advocate)
Disability Law Center
Zoé Bourgerie

Nicole Donoso

(Policy Organizer)
Voices for Racial Justice
Maren Christenson
(Executive Director)
Multicultural Autism
Action Network
Joshua Crosson
(Executive Director)
EdAllies

Demitrea Kelley
(Advocate)

Disability Law Center
Malaika Eban
(Executive Director)
Legal Rights Center
Carmella Doby
(Founder)

Juvenile Relief Center
Meredith Samuelson
(Parent/Educator)

Ellie Wilson

(Executive Director)
Autism Society of
Minnesota

Chase Hand-Peoples
(Direct Support Worker)
Abbeycare

Jennifer Giesen
MidMinnesota Legal Aid



Paula Cole

(Executive Director)
Educators 4 Excellence
MN

Danielle Mkali

(Vice President)

Nexus Community
Partners

Rachel Nichole
Dominique N Buffett
(Parent)

Laura Jean

(Public Policy
Coordinator)

PACER Center
Camilla Williams
(Mother)

John

Curtis Charles Goodsky
Nicole Pearlstein
Satara Strong-Allen
(Executive Director)
Love First Community
Engagement

Jasmine Greene



