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Protected Status of Major Watersheds in Mississippi Basin







Protect the Sponge!

Forests Infiltrate Water!
11



Minnesota: Diverse & Competing Land Uses

Converted Lands & Impaired Waters
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25%

Is there a tipping point for watershed disturbance?
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“Priority” = Intersection of Quality & Risk
Pete Jacobson (DNR Fisheries)



Tullibees = Canary in the Coal Mine!
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Kabekona Lake/River 
Watershed

• 2252 Acre Lake in Hubbard County
• 10 Miles of Shoreline
• Deep-water fishery: 133 feet deep
• Cisco Refuge Lake
• Large Watershed (100+/- sq. miles)
• Headwaters to Leech Lake

2016 (72%)            2022 (75%)



Kabekona Lake/River Watershed

• 2 acres sold in 1995 to DNR for the Kabekona Lake AMA by the Kabekona Lake Foundation
• 27 acres on Kabekona Lake and 1,500 feet of the Kabekona River purchased in 2006 for the DNR
AMA by NWLT using public funds and private funds raised by the Kabekona Lake Foundation
• 320 acres purchased in 2010 for the DNR Lester Lake Scientific Natural Area by the Trust for
Public Land using Outdoor Heritage Funds and private funds raised by the Kabekona Lake
Foundation
• 120 acres purchased in 2010 for the DNR Lester Lake Aquatic Management Area by the Trust for
Public Land using Outdoor Heritage Funds and private funds raised by the Kabekona Lake
Foundation
• 13 acres purchased in 2019 for the DNR Kabekona Lake AMA by the Northern Waters Land Trust
using Outdoor Heritage Funds and private funds raised by the Kabekona Lake Foundation
• 72 acres purchased in 2022 for Hubbard County Forests by Crow Wing Soil and Water
Conservation District (Northern Waters Land Trust) using Outdoor Heritage Funds with a
significant contribution from the landowner. The Conservation Fund sold the property for well
below market value.
• 2,529 acres purchased in 2023 for DNR State Forests by Trust for Public Land using Outdoor
Heritage Funds with a significant contribution from the landowner.  The Conservation Fund sold
the property for well below market value.  Approximately 136 acres of the “Sheep Ranch”
property in Clay Township is in the Kabekona Lake Watershed.
• 657 acres most recently purchased in 2023 for DNR State Forests by the Northern Waters Land
Trust using Outdoor Heritage Funds with a significant contribution from the landowner (see
map). The Conservation Fund sold the property for well below market value. An extensive
portion of the Kabekona River, approximately 1.6 miles, runs through this property.



Legislative Tools for 
Moving the Needle to 75%

Fee
Title

Purchase

Conservation 
Easements

SFIA
8-, 20-, or 50- year 

covenant

Timber Harvest

Cost-Share (DNR PFM Program)
Tree planting, site prep, bud-capping, etc.

Forest Stewardship Plans (DNR, 1w1p)
Entry point for most private landowners

Public Ownership

Private Ownership

• Permanent protection w/ public access

• Forest protection, permanent

• Forest protection, 8-50 years

• Land owner revenue/forest renewal

• Forest improvement

• Information/planning

High Cost

Lower Cost



Schoolcraft River Complex

• Shane Foley Easement
• David Dietz Land 

o Working with SWCD to improve 
biodiversity in old Potlatch plantations

o In SWCD, moving toward esmt
o Buying more land



Shane Foley Easement

• Property includes both sides of both the inlet and 
outlet of the lake, the lake starts from a spring in a 
wetland complex a mile or so away.  

• The lake drains into Birch Creek, which drains into 
the Schoolcraft River a couple miles away, and 
ultimately drains into the Mississippi just south of 
Bemidji.  

• The property shares one property line with another 
private property, otherwise the boundaries are the 
two lakes and the Paul Bunyan State Forest.  The 
previous owner was developing a resort on the 
property prior to my ownership and already had the 
permits secured to do it.  Beauty Lake (NE) is about 
10 ft deep and Lake Hattie (RD) is about 40 ft deep.  

• Wildlife is abundant since it is a corridor between 
two lakes.  Present are: bear, bobcat, wolves, 
coyote, otters, & turkeys 



Schoolcraft Lake Easements

• 2 landowners: working on getting 
into the RIM Conservation 
Easement program. 

• Schoolcraft Lake shoreline will 
be about 90% protected.

• Both landowners have continued 
to advocate for managing forest 
lands and the 
permanent protection that a 
Conservation Easement brings



Implementation Success Story: Indian Jack Lake



Current: 71%

w/ 2019 Acquisition

Implementation Success Story: Mississippi River

w/ Public Lands

46%37%

w/ 2017 Acquisition

51% 66%

w/ 2017 Easement w/ SFIA
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Implementation Success Story: Mississippi River

23





Quality Forests + Quality Water = Quality Life
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Questions?

Crystal Mathisrud: crystal.hcswcd@gmail.com
Dan Steward: dan4conservation@gmail.com
Pete Jacobson: pejacobs58@gmail.com

mailto:crystal.hcswcd@gmail.com
mailto:dan4conservation@gmail.com
mailto:pejacobs58@gmail.com
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