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Key Point

• Always remember that the important considerations 

are your vision and goals for the children and 

families you serve.

• Funding is important – but…
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Vision & Goals =
 GPS SettingFunding = 

Gas in the 
tank
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CHILD WELFARE 

FUNDING SOURCES



DEDICATED FUNDS

• Title IV-B
– Subpart 1 – Stephanie Tubbs Jones Child Welfare Services 

Program 
– Subpart 2 – MaryLee Allen Promoting Safe and Stable 

Families 

• CAPTA (Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act)

• Title IV-E
– Foster Care
– Adoption Assistance
– Guardianship Assistance
– Chafee (Successful Transitions to Adulthood)
– Prevention Services
– Kinship Navigator
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NON-DEDICATED FUNDS

• TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families)

• SSBG (Social Services Block Grant)

• Medicaid

• SSI/SSDI

• State Funding

(beyond matching requirements)
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U.S. Federal Child Welfare Spending
SFY 2020 ($15.2 Billion) – Child Trends Survey
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Child Welfare Financing Survey, Child Trends, May 2023



MN Federal Child Welfare Spending
SFY 2020 ($233 Million) – Child Trends Survey
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Child Welfare Financing Survey, Child Trends, May 2023

IV-B 4%

Other 
Federal 

7%



U.S. Child Welfare Spending
SFY 2020 ($31.4 Billion) – Child Trends Survey
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Child Welfare Financing Survey, Child Trends, May 2023
Percentages exclude California and Wyoming who did not report state spending amounts. Total 
amount $31.4 include these states)



Child Welfare Systems by Type of Administration

10

County operated child 
welfare systems represent 
18% of States (with DC) but 
include 31% of the children 
in foster care.
(AFCARS 2021)



Percent of Child Welfare Expenditures from State/Local 
Funds

Child Trends Survey of SFY 2020 (published 2023)
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CA was unable to report state/local expenditures and are excluded.
Of the remaining 8 county operated systems, 7 had State/Local 
expenditures above the US Average.



Status of Family First Prevention Plans
From Listing on Children’s Bureau Site
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Tribes and Territories Submited or Approved
EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE INDIANS CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA

CHEROKEE NATION, TALHLEQUAH, OK

SALT RIVER PIMA MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY

PORT GAMBLE S'KLALLAM TRIBE

PUERTO RICO

States

& DC

Tribes &

Territories Total

Approved 43 4 47

Submitted - Not Approved 4 1 5

Not Yet Submitted 4 8 12

Total 51 13 64

As of 1/5/2024



Status of Family First IV-E Prevention Claiming
Claims Data from Children’s Bureau Web Site

Grant Awards from HHS Tracking Accountability in Government Grants 

System
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Claiming Began FFY 2020 (5)

Claiming Began FFY 2021 (5)

Claiming Began FFY 2022 (8)

Grant Award in FFY 2023 or 2024 (10)

Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians

DC

As of  January 5, 
2024



Some Observations

• Like most states, title IV-E is the largest source of federal funds in Minnesota.

• Minnesota’s percentage of child welfare expenditures from Medicaid is above 

average.

• Minnesota is 1 of about 8 states that did not report spending TANF funds on child 

welfare (although the SSBG expenditures do include some funds transferred from 

TANF).  As of 9/30/2021, Minnesota had $141 million in unobligated TANF funds.

• Like most county-operated states, Minnesota’s percentage of non-federal 

expenditures on child welfare is above average.

• Minnesota’s Family First Prevention Plan has been approved, but the state has not 

yet claimed title IV-E prevention funds.

• All of the federal funding sources used in child welfare are capped except for title IV-

E and Medicaid.
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